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Aedes ( Pseudoskusea ) australis is a widely distributed species on the south-east 
coast of Australia (Mattingly, P. F. and Marks, E. N., 1955), and has also been 
recorded from Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands, although the last-named record 
was not apparently confirmed by the examination of male terminalia and remains 
doubtful at present (Mattingly, P. F., personal communication). 

The species, or other representalives of the subgenus, have not hitherto been 
recorded from New Zealand. 

On December 21, 1961, larvae were found in water collected in a derelict 
boat hull on the beach of Deep Bay, Stewart Island. Adults, larvae, and a male 
terminalia preparation were subsequently sent to Mr P. F. Mattingly, who 
identificd the species as Aedes australis. 

In May, 1962, I was shown larvae and adults collected by Mr D. McGregor 
from rock pools on the coast at Shag Point, about fifty miles north of Dunedin. 
The larvae from this source appeared indistinguishable from the Stewart Island 
material, and examination of male terminalia confirmed that this was also Aedes 
australis. In July, in conjunction with Mr McGregor, larvae were collected from 
a roadside drainage ditch in large numbers at Papanui Inlet, Otago Peninsula. 
Examination of male terminalia from an adult which was obtained from this 
material again showed that this was australis. The salinity of the last-named 
habitat was found to be approximately equivalent to 10% sea water. 

I.t would seem possible that the species may have been introduced from Aus¬ 
tralia (Marks, E. N., personal communication), and there may be some signific- 
ance in the fact that these first records have come from the vicinity of the ports 
of Bluff and Dunedin, although in the case of the Stewart Island specimens a 
secondary introduction may have occurred from the mainland. Unfortunately 
collecting on the coast near Bluff has not been carried out. 

My thanks are due to Mr P. F. Mattingly, of the British Museum, for the 
initial Identification of the material, and to Dr E. N. Marks for subsequent con- 
firmation and suggestions. 


Published by the Royal Society of New Zealand, c/o Victoria University of 
W ellington, P.O. Box 196, Wellington. 
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